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Freedom from Fear By Melissa C
e

Student teaching is an exhauShiveghmdiéyhapayti ingg $dxper wemecea hoodi e,
out a practicum, one must acclimateltod hamgalwi ¢ hdy acstsdblaissioed at¢li @ans-
room environment, balance full teaRilng mmespaneili aippreyewi thegf aduda
school requiremdrtos, tordbdbdiessovawmecdenhhiet proposal, eventually | eadin
as an educator. Though student teadltens damg d&lbi Matuo eeimne Cosp &ild Di moé&o
|l ack of salary and contract safelyPalsitohe fsapesdimbeadexpercixmeémti aledarp
proach to teachilntg,wad wmaern st twe d ¢ ifiasidirec wnasst apracieds t o t eac h, not to be
that | taught a | esson comparing the |Ilynching of Emmett Till to the
der of Trayvon Martin. Public schools exist fundamentally
we not teach our future citizens t
The day'fpruadel 1U. S. Hi story cl ass (inmunant yaf fg ouveenrtn nseunbtu,r baannd Abxelyaonn-d ? Te
ta high school) transitioned to theo®pwinlenRi gt publdévemesrnthowhi eduwag i
day that the news broke out about 7VoadwywnémeNKar pirot ethe weeldmmdpbiyort h
planned a | esson f dauyiknagl & nAfEmimed tmeMine d(it-heir schools), then they wo
can visiting an uncle in Mississippiatmui cdeoed idemolce amiyddl e of the n
for talking tb desshghedwaman.
unit focused on the y 1,0nce | recovered from my
and victimization of , searing amgérd i thg atolhe BoO et
out the Civil Rigkts y pani cked about my own (1| €
Emmett Tillés tragic |l essons involving Trayvon
how susceptible young
violence and ignoranc I'n a predominantly white,
19506s and 19606s. affluent school, what sor
have faced from parents a
Having heard students = My cooperating teacher, t
t ween classes about t J |y  seemed extremely uncomfor
ple of days, | believed not r sing h di scussed Trayvon Martin.
tragic incident in the context o ttme | Oiyeidl, Rioghtds myoVvememtnswhave e
l i g&Jmtafraid, | didnét think twice abbuobnmoli 8yraghopesnbdbesson. | fir
read aloud a summary of events surrounding the |lynching of Emmett Ti
and then read a news article about Stheehit|l tiemghef sTr ayveowy Mamiited ex
more academic |iberties than those
We hel d a |l ass discussion compari hg?afkédchostchaot i nflg stheéctwdi mdredesr v

c
The purpose of this conversatidon wésitt ¢ edmecaretecrisad tee d awsrh adutl e réveiedid € e e e
r

rather, percéwivehll yi el @®s\fcacctasn oAfmefedreanef persecution for incorporat
against African AmericanAmerispamritaddyoaf hienstonAfexitcahf his or her 1l es
ers. We spoke often of fear. Who feared whom most, and why? Students
el aborated on this question. Was thé whmawmuEmmetet ofi Isit usiyokeg Wiitsh ory
actually afraid of Emmett, or did Bdouhdaidadnavekialct udillly slomployYy becau
hate? Similarly, did George Zi mmer man shoot Trayvon Martin out of fe
or hate? A Florida jury decides thétl atstemasy for students today to |
the United States as distant and i
While the class demographics | acketdaathyi vhane csehtowl awhieetret hge mai o
the students6 reactions were surprifeiangivy odlieneresdueThootdreout ralce aln
we often returned to the topic of TmoaygwoameNar wa nabfsrtafiods ehfwh®a awideemtan
stantly raised their hands to the wuwmdersf amidi &g onitlol tbhoste ohol doe no
After all, the Georgia Department & Bdhdé¢stioony $wiaghleat esvhien hiers aus$
tory standards that students shoul @odniee dblfeelotmadéscti woutl le beawmoés o
consequences of the Civil Rights Aabtofmak@64oanmel| adtiiomg RiegmweenAdtheo
196%. consequence of such an act sheachédbetetdhéeabohi shméhe oetbjeact.
cially mot iMyatsedidcernitrse.consi dered the potential current
applications of the Civil Rights Adt is mygamdnive poasi bl é saciatl v
in the Trayvon Martin case. Additiounaltleyy phepar Adt angr envicoe d agleeoit ®
equality of all men and women beforceithealawuraendwewlkindls imcltheées o
dom from fear. All <citizens of thiardefunwe ydo yrmoatn gr ainsde otl g dd rascki awn:
white, deserve freedom from fear oftigmjonst peresnedhteiyowi | | not be abl
of hatred wil!l perpetuate.
Yet, alTelhecahgmg EoHdWeebkél ed Trayvon Martinbds

murder a fteachabl e mo'nernade tBe ke THATH T 5, &N 3

Pontiac, Michigan, was fired for hé&€lopitred | 9tudMent & t Peft i wayai e MRils&
of Trayvon Martinés family. Martin was Fweardi fgra Bhoondgii en Qa ta sTsthedy dini fnivea r
his murder and a volunteer neighbor hood nwatocnh nadns,t LGenccreg eGoalil ndme rN-. p .
man, allegedly shot him because of how <he tlpoodk erdrw.lhn fo ridieget oosnooeossh o it oen
solidarity with Martin and his family, -itrhayweaundrnaibs elrd 1s3i2M@Pl.yhtindvol ve



%3chttp:/www.huffingtonpost.com/maureen-costello/teacher
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